








normalizing	 ideology	 and	 authority.	 This	 panel	 engages	 with	 the	 conference	 theme	
“Rethinking	 the	Nation”	 in	different	geographical	and	theoretical	 locales	by	exploring	 the	
ways	 marginalized	 groups	 challenge	 and	 resist	 the	 nation‐state’s	 official	 rhetoric	 of	
tolerance	 and	 neutrality.	 Intended	 to	 “modernize”	 the	 nation,	 policy,	 legislation,	 and	
government	regulation	does	more	to	reinforce	the	binary	between	“progressive”	and	more	
traditional,	 conservative	 nations	 than	 it	 does	 to	 challenge	 normalizing	 discourses.	 These	
papers	 highlight	 the	 inconsistencies	 of	 specific	 nation‐state	 policies,	 both	 explicit	 and	
facially	 neutral,	 that	 purport	 to	 promote	 impartiality,	 but	 in	 practice	 perpetuate	
discrimination	 against	 historically	 marginalized	 groups.	 Panelists	 examine	 strategies	
including	 the	 criminalization	 of	 prostitution	 and	 heightened	 surveillance	 of	 red	 light	
districts,	 as	well	 as	 policies	 like	 “Don’t	 Ask,	Don’t	 Tell,”	 proposed	 legislation	 such	 as	 the	
Employment	 Non‐Discrimination	 Act,	 and	 discreet	 censorship	 of	 social	media	 outlets,	 to	
explore	 how	 the	 State’s	 efforts	 toward	 progressive	 politics	 actually	 augments	 the	
marginalization	 of	 certain	 groups.	 Turning	 to	 counternarratives	 and	 social	 media	
communities,	we	 find	spaces	of	 resistance	where	 individuals	speak	back	 to	 the	State	and	
challenge	 its	 normalizing	 efforts.	 	 The	 panel	 contributes	 to	 existing	 dialogues	 on	
homonormativity,	 the	 hypersurveillance	 of	 certain	 populations	 through	 urban	 planning	






The	 law	 is	 in	 great	 measure	 responsible	 for	 the	 reproduction	 and	 reinforcement	 of	
heteronormative	notions	in	society.	It	is	through	policies,	media	and	public	discourse,	that	







Title:	 Refashioning	 the	 Nation	 through	 Homopositive	 Law	 and	 Legislation:	 The	
Normalizing	Impacts	of	the	ENDA	and	the	Repeal	of	DADT	
Abstract:	
The	 2011	 repeal	 of	 “Don’t	 Ask,	 Don’t	 Tell”	 and	 the	 2013	 Senate	 vote	 to	 pass	 the	
Employment	Non‐Discrimination	Act	mark	two	moments	in	the	refashioning	of	the	United	
States	 as	 a	 “modern”	nation	by	normalizing	 the	acceptance	of	homosexuality.	This	paper	
examines	 government	 and	 media	 discussions	 of	 the	 policies,	 as	 well	 as	 progressive	
resistance	 toward	 their	 negative	 repercussions.	 I	 argue	 that	 DADT	 and	 ENDA	 do	 not	
actually	 challenge	heteronormativity	 embedded	 in	U.S.	 discourse.	 Instead,	 they	 refashion	










United	 States’	 cities,	 I	 will	 show	 how	 red	 light	 districts	 are	 both	 simultaneously—and	
necessarily—constructed	and	criminalized.			
		
